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 IRIGAMI GOLD WALK (Main Street, Salinas) Vintage Fireworks (1A Main Street, Monterey) Salinas Main Street, downtown Salinas. Free. After-5 Happy Hour: 5–7pm Festivities, entertainment, fireworks, and wacky Sunday Night Live. No cover. Photo courtesy of Irving Klaw SALINAS' FIRST FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FESTIVAL Salinas is the hometown of the U.S. Navy SEAL Team
6, and nothing impresses a military person more than the power of the local food. On the first Saturday in June, the historic downtown is transformed into the Salinas Valley's unofficial Fruit and Vegetable Festival, when half the city turns up on Main Street for a day of seed-spreading and garden-tasting. Booths, tents, and restaurants peddle fresh produce and other snacks made from local produce,
while kids can build miniature gardens with seeds from the city's public schools. The day closes with a Bonsai Contest at the Salinas Plaza, where the city's best bonsai artists display their masterpieces. (Small free booklet available at the entrance to the event.) A visitor center is at the gate to the festival, at Broadway and 9th Avenue, with brochures on the festival and the surrounding area. EATING
Fiesta Mexicana (see Lodging) has the most choices, from burritos and taco stands to sit-down restaurants. Madera's Café INTERNATIONAL/MEXICAN On a quiet block off 7th Avenue near the campus of the College of Marin, Madera's is a bustling restaurant that serves a wide range of international dishes and lunch specials. If you're hungry, you'll need reservations (call or check the website).

846 7th Ave., at Main Street. www.maderascafe.com. 415/669-2036. Main courses $7–$12. AE, MC, V. Mon–Sat 10:30am–2pm; Mon–Fri 5–10pm; Sat–Sun 10:30am–2pm. Moulin Rouge CREATIVE EUROPEAN American chef Dan LeFevre's dining room is the hub of the downtown action. The menu 82157476af
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